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Church Office Hours

The church office is open:
Mon.-Wed. 7:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Thurs., 7:00 a.m.—12:00 noon
Fri. 7:30—10:00 a.m.

St. James Lutheran Church

6700 46th Place North
Crystal, MN 55428
Phone: 763-537-3653
Fax: 763-537-3828
office@stjamesincrystal.org
www.stjamesincrystal.org

The pastor of the largest ELCA con-
gregation was asked about the most satis-
fying aspect of his work? He replied:
“Seeing members turned into disciples.”

A member is a person whose name is
on the rolls. The qualifications range from
minimal to none. Very little is actually
required of members and not much more
is expected.

But what are disciples? Simply put,
they are followers of Jesus. The truth is
that we are all called to be disciples— not
merely members.

“Following Jesus” is a rather vague
and generalized way to describe our call-
ing as disciples. So, during our Wednes-
day Lenten services we will explore some
“Habits of Highly Effective Disciples.”

The following are the ‘habits’ to be
considered:

March 12 Cross Bearing
(Matt. 16:21-26)

March 19 Keeping in Touch
(Mark 14:32-42)

March 26  Compassionate
(Col. 3:12-14/Matt. 9:36-38)

April 2 Honest with Ourselves
(Luke 23:32-43)

April 9 Anchored at the Center
(Luke 23:44-49)

An email publication of St. James Luthearn Church of Crystal, Minnesota

The Wednesday worship services
for Lent begin Ash Wednesday,
March 5 at 12:30 and 7:00 p.m. and
each Wednesday thereafter through
April 9.

We invite all “disciples” of St.
James to gather for these services and
urge you to bring friends, family,
neighbors or co-workers with you.

Pastor Dave Valen
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Happenings

St. James’ Staff

Pastor Dave Valen
dvalen@stjamesincrystal.org

Pastor Kristen Brechler
kbrechler@stjamesincrystal.org

Shayna Anderson
sanderson@stjamesincrystal.org
Director of Family Ministry

Lana Teigen
Iteigen@stjamesincrystal.org
Financial Coordinator

Over 55’s

The Over 55’s will enjoy a gourmet
meal at Hennepin Technical College
(9000 Brooklyn Blvd.) on Mon., Apr. 28
with serving starting promptly at 11:30
a.m. Choose from 2 entrees: Walleye or
New York Strip Medallions. Each entrée
is served with house salad and dressing,
potato, vegetable, dinner rolls and butter,
dessert and choice of beverage.

Price of $19 includes tax and gratu-
ity/service charge. Checks should be made
out to Over 55’s. Reservations and pay-
ments need to be given to Ozzie Hellen
(763-533-3543) or Carol Koosmann (763-

533-1356) or placed in the Over 55’s
box in the church office by April 14.

Nineteen Over 55ers enjoyed a meal
at the Old Country Buffet in January. In
February, the group had pizza and
played bingo at church.

Upcoming events are April - Lunch
at Hennepin Tech; May - Old Log Thea-
ter; June - Picnic; July - Summer
Pops; Aug. - Lord Fletchers. Other pos-
sibilities are: Leisure Age at Elim, Rap-
tor Center, Daytrippers’ Theater, Minne-
sota History Center, and Center for the
Blind.

Amanda Burns
aburns@stjamesincrystal.org
Director of Communication

Ryan Walesch
intern@stjamesincrystal.org
Youth Ministry Assistant

Deanna Loken
Choir Director

Mary Brown
Ringing Praise Bell Choir
Director & Organist

Ron Skalicky
Custodian

Amy Jermstad
Sunday Morning Custodian

St. James
Website
Accepts
Donations

The St. James website now
accepts one-time and recurring
donations via checking, savings or
credit card (Visa, MasterCard, or
Discover). Click on the “Donate Now”
button located on the left side of the
homepage.

S0 Flectronic
Fund Giving

Hot Dishes-Hot Pads-Hot Flashes
Lutheran Style: Springtime Tea
Tickets Now Available

Mary Circle will host their annual springtime tea on Sat., Apr. 5 at 12:15 p.m. for
punch and seating. A dessert buffet of finger foods (No forks supplied) will begin at
1:00 p.m. and the program will start at 1:30 p.m.

Cost is $7 per person. Advance ticket sales only. Tickets are now available in the
narthex on Sunday mornings or from the church office.

Full tables of eight can be reserved. Please call 763-537-3653 to reserve tables or
to purchase tickets.

The program: Hot Dishes-Hot Pads-Hot Flashes-Lutheran Style presented by
guest speaker Janet Letnes Martin, creator of Church Basement Ladies plays and au-
thor of many books.

Mary Circle is collecting hot dish recipes for use at the Spring Buffet. There is a
box in the narthex for your favorite recipes. Please include your name and phone
number. Deadline is March 9th.

Lenten Worship

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday (March 5) with the imposition
of ashes at both the 12:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. worship services.
Please note the daytime service time change.

Beginning the following week (March 12), all are invited to
bring your own lunch and eat together in Wold Hall at 12:00 p.m.
prior to the daytime worship service at 12:30 p.m.

www.stjamesincrystal.org



Thrivent Choice Dollars

Thrivent members, please make sure
you have designated your Choice Dollars

you did it last year, you need to do it
again. Questions? Contact Betty Sultvedt

from 2013 before March 31, 2014. Even if ~at 763-535-3336.

March’s Outreach Partner: NEAR

Help provide warm, nutritious meals
for families that have fallen on hard times
by donating to the March Food Drive.
This will be the 40th year that St. James
has supported the NEAR Food Shelf. This
serves the north half of New Hope, Crys-
tal, and Robbinsdale.

In 2013, NEAR distributed each
month an average of 39,693 pounds of
food to 385 families. Each week new cli-
ents are added who are having trouble
feeding themselves or families.

The food shelf stocks shelves, accepts
food and sorts this food each morning
with 8-10 volunteers. Each afternoon
from 1:30 to 4:30 at least 20 families re-
ceive their monthly distribution. There are
usually 5 volunteers at that time.

In March 2013, St. James donated

Usher Schedule

March 2
8:45 a.m.
Melaney Wuollet

11:00 a.m. Ken Lutz

March 9
8:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
March 16
8:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

March 23
8:45 a.m.

11:00 a.m. Tim Buck

March 30 Team 1

Vern Christensen, Junior Kautz, Robert, Sara &

$2,051 and 300 pounds of food. It is a
great time to give since The Feinstein
Corp. matches the giving for March and
April. If you choose to give a monetary
donation, please write the check to St.
James with NEAR on the memo line.
Check out the display case to see what
the price of food is for a non-profit. Es-
pecially needed are: green beans, pork &
beans, peas, tomatoes, tomato sauce,
tuna, fruit, juice, box meals, pasta, and
peanut butter. Thank you for supporting
the families at NEAR.

There will be more advertising
about filling a trailer with food/money
(not literally). It will be parked in our lot
for a few select Sundays so you can
visualize how we are doing!

L9

Terry Teigen, George McClure, Roger E. Johnson
Ken & Phyllis Nelson, Pat Ferguson, Judy Berney

Mike Stanchfield, Jim Olsen, Stan Tikkanen, John Lindstrom
Wayne Rierson, Don & Deb Edmondson

Marv Berke, Jim Hauan, Becki Smith, Clarence Peterson

Synod
Delegate

St. James is looking for a male
delegate to attend the Mpls. Area
Synod Assembly May 2-3. If you
wish to be a delegate, please contact
the church office by March 9.

Spring i,
Ahead! :i(M:

Remember to turn ~ 2
your clocks ahead one
hour before going to
bed on Sat., Mar. 8§ for
Daylight Saving time.

Lenten
Offering Cans

Please take a Lenten offering
can from the basket in the narthex.

Money collected throughout
Lent will go to Lutheran Social Ser-
vice.

Please return cans on Easter
Sunday.

Ushers Needed

Ushers are needed at both worship
services. Volunteers are assigned one
Sunday a month at their preferred wor-
ship time. Please contact the church
office or Stan Tikkanen if you are inter-
ested, or would like more information.
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Youth on

Sunday
Mornings

The St. James youth (9th grade
after confirmation Sunday through
12th grade) will be getting together
on Sunday mornings at 9:57 in the
youth room.

Youth Nights at
St. James

This month’s youth nights are
Wed., Mar. 5 and 19 at 6:00 p.m.

Questions can be directed to
Ryan Walesch at 763-537-1702 or
ryan.stjamesyouth@gmail.com.

First
Communion
Class

Come to the table with Jesus! All
people interested in participating in Holy
Communion for the first time are invited
to register for First Communion Classes.
There are no age limits or other restric-
tions on who can participate in this class.
The only requirement is that children
under age 18 bring along a parent. Eve-
ryone is expected to attend both classes,
which will be held at House of Hope
Lutheran Church.

Cost: $5 per registrant to cover ma-
terials. Please register by Sunday, April
6.

Dates: Sat., April 12, 9 am— 12
p-m. and Wed., April 16, 6 -8 p.m.
Celebration of First Communion on
Thursday, April 17, 7:00 p.m. at St.
James’ Maundy Thursday service.

Friends + Family Movie Night

Friday, March 21, 6:30 p.m.
Feature Film: Frozen

Join your friends and families for a showing of the movie Frozen!
Treats, crafts and fun are also included. This is a free event for all ages!
Children must have a parent or caregiver present to attend. =

Summer Camp at Camp Onomial!

Onamia, MN

A small group of girls from St. James attended Camp Onomia for the first time
last summer. They had an absolute BLAST and many of them are looking forward
to returning! We’d love to see more kids at camp this summer! With the exception
of the Beginners camp, we are encouraging St. James to register for camp the week
of August 3-8. You can certainly register for any time that works best for you.
Please see the Children’s Ministry Bulletin Board for full Camp Info, cost and
how to register. You can also check out: http://stjamesincrystal.org/camping.htm.
Contact Shayna Anderson with questions.

Early Bird special: Register for camp by April 1 and St. James will contribute
to your camp costs! Full info posted on the St. James website (link above), or the
green info sheet on the Children’s ministry bulletin board.

Camp Scholarships are available! Never let cost keep you from experiencing
camp. Talk with Shayna if your family needs a scholarship!

Camp Fundraising:

Take these opportunities to raise some money towards your camp costs! They
are fun and easy.

e Butter Braid order forms are due to Ryan Walesch by Wednesday, March
19. Butter Braids will be available for pick- up on Sunday, April 13.

e Flower Fundraiser: Order forms will be available starting March 23; they
are due back no later than Sunday, April 13. Table Sales after worship
services: April 6 and 13. Stay tuned to the Children’s ministry bulletin
board for full details.

Butter Braid Sales

The youth will be selling Butter Braids on Sunday morn- |§
ings in the narthex, or you are welcome to contact one of the i
youth or the church office to place your order. Orders will be
accepted through noon on Sun., Mar. 16. Cost is $12 each. Money is due upon or-
dering. Varieties include strawberry cream cheese, apple, cinnamon, blueberry
cream cheese, almond cream, raspberry, or caramel rolls.

Butter Braids will be available for pick-up on Sun., Apr. 13 (the Sunday before
Easter). Have family coming into town? This is a great breakfast treat for guests!

The Butter Braid fundraiser is held annually just before Easter. So now is the
time to stock up until next year!

9:57 News

March 9 — Family Sunday!! Bring your mom, dad, grandparents, aunts, un-
cles, siblings, friends-who-are-like-family for a grand ol’ time! We’ll dig into a
new Bible story, play some fun games (kids vs. adults? Heck yes!), and wrap up
with some treats!

9:57 will not meet on March 23.

www.stjamesincrystal.org 4



Important Info

Communion
Alternatives

St. James has gluten-free
communion wafers available for
those with gluten, wheat, dairy, corn
or soy allergies, as well as grape
juice. Just ask for one of these
alternatives when receiving
communion.

“Gospel E”
Weekly Email
Newsletter

St. James has a weekly email
newsletter, the “Gospel E,” which is
sent each week to St. James members
who want to receive this newsletter.
It features an article from Pastor
Dave and a few upcoming events
each week.

To sign up for the Gospel E,
please email Amanda Burns at
aburns@stjamesincrystal.org.

Borrowing Items
from Church

St. James’ policy is not to lend or rent
out items (including tables and chairs) to
anyone; unfortunately this includes mem-
bers. Sorry for any inconvenience this may
cause.

Funeral Dishes

a cake or salad for funeral lunches in

2013. The food is always well received by
the families.

Just a reminder that salads
(vegetable, fruit, jell-o, pasta, chicken,
tuna, etc.) need to serve approximately 15
people. The cake needs to be able to serve
24 (does not need to be pre-cut) in a 9x13
pan.

Book Club Reads Pomegranate Soup

March’s pick: Pomegranate Soup by
Marsha Mehran.

The three Aminpour sisters escape
the Iranian Revolution and make their
way west to a small Irish village. There
they pursue a well-worn path to assimila-
tion by taking over an abandoned Italian
bakery and opening the Babylon Cafe. It
takes a while to win over the insular
townsfolk, but they manage to make a
success of their restaurant, charming even
the local priest. Food plays a pivotal role
in the novel; Mehran includes recipes for
some Iranian specialties. Stark contrasts
between the sisters’ lives in Iran and Ire-

land and between the Irish and Persian
cultures energize Mehran’s tale. [from
Booklist]

Join “Page Turners” this month in
reading the book Pomegranate Soup.
The group meets Tues., March 4 at 7:00
p.m. in the Peter and Paul room. All are
welcome!

For more information on the book
club, contact Linda Judge (at 763-533-
4081 or judgelinda@msn.com).

April’s pick: Beyond Belief: my
secret life inside Scientology and my
harrowing escape by Jenna Miscavige
Hill.

Book Club Choices

Looking for a “good read?” The
library has accumulated many of the
books that the Book Club has read.
These books have often been on the best
seller list and have been recommended

by someone. If you are a reader, give the
“Page Turners” a try. Discussing a book
and its author with a group adds a new
dimension to your reading enjoyment.

Of Special Interest in the Library

Don Raether recently donated a book by his son, David Raether: Tell Me Some-
thing, She Said. David was a successful Hollywood writer (including 111 episodes
of “Roseanne”) who lost everything and then rebuilt his life. If you know the
Raether family, you will find this book especially interesting. (Alert:very small

print.)

Books for Car Care

Spring Car Care will be coming up soon. Remember that the
library collects used books to be distributed to the clients. You may drop off

books at any time.

Check Out These Newly Acquired

Books

The Orphan Train, by Christina Kline.

The Woman Who Named God: Abraham’s Dilemma and the Birth of Three

Faiths, by Charlotte Gordon.

www.stjamesincrystal.org
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Letters of Thanks
Thanks to the St. James members for the $300 that you donated to Loaves and Fishes in
January. It will be greatly appreciated and go to help pay the operating expenses for the River
of Life Church in April. Thank you for being faithful givers to this needy cause.
Emily Hauan

To the members and staff of St. James,

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers during Eleanor’s illness and death. We appreci-
ate the visits from Pastor Dave during Eleanor’s final weeks of life. It has been wonderful to
be surrounded by God’s love through the comforting presence of family and friends like you
during this time of deep sorrow. Thank you to all who prepared and served the lunch follow-
ing the funeral.

Floyd Florey, Karla Mickelson, Dan Florey and families

Thank you all for your prayers and thoughts, and for being there for Adam & L.
Sue McGary

We are so grateful for St. James Lutheran Church’s 2013 gift of $1,500. It is because of
congregations like yours that LSS is able to express the love of Christ for all people through
service that inspires hope, changes lives, and builds community. Thank you from the bottom
of our hearts for your partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Many blessings,
Pastor Mary Brown, Director of Congregational Relations,
Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota

Memorials

Adult Ed in memory of Eleanor Florey from Ina Barton.

Bell Choir in memory of Eleanor Florey from Ruth Stanchfield.

Endowment Fund in memory of Eleanor Florey from Roger & Sue Eggen, George &
Orla McClure, Marv & Sue Berke, Bill & Eunice Kistner, Connie Blom.

Kid Pack in memory of Eleanor Florey from Nancy Horberg, Jim & Judy Olsen.

Music Fund in memory of Eleanor Florey from Nancy Lohmann.

LSS Ambassador Position Available

St. James is looking for someone to serve as an ambassador to Lutheran Social Service.

This ambassador’s key responsibilities would be to

e Educate: create educational opportunities for members regarding the work of LSS.

e Advocate: within your congregation and together with others, advocate for support
and legislation that impact the people we serve and support.

e Serve: with support from LSS, engage your congregation in service to your
neighbors.

e Support: engage your congregation in specific opportunities that result in financial
gifts to LSS.

If you are interested in serving as an LSS Ambassador from St. James, please contact
Pastor Dave Valen at 763-537-3653 or dvalen@stjamesincrystal.org.

Sunday Altar
Flowers

The 2014 Altar
Flower Sign-Up
Sheet is now avail-
able. If you would
like to purchase
flowers in honor,
memory or celebration of someone, a
sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin
board outside Pastor Dave’s office.
Please indicate if you would like the $30
smaller bouquet or the $40 larger bou-
quet when signing up.

Sunday
Mornings

8:45 a.m. —Evangelical Lutheran
Worship setting

9:57 a.m. — Education hour- all ages

11:00 a.m.— “Now the Feast and
Celebration” worship by Marty
Haugen

Hospitalizations

e Fran LaMotte
e Arlyn Brock

Change of
Address

Donna Reinking
5650 Boone Ave #421
New Hope, MN 55428

Frances LaMotte

6288 Louisiana Ct.

#201B

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428-2597
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Bonfire News

Empty Bowls Fundraiser for NEAR

Please join the community on Tues.,
March 11 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Sand-
burg Learning Center.

You can enjoy yummy, yummy soup
donated by local businesses. There also is
an opportunity to purchase handmade
bowls and listen to various kinds of enter-
tainment.

This program supports those unfor-
tunate in our community and funds will
be split between PRISM and NEAR.

St. James’ own Nancy Lohmann
and Joanne Clausen will be in a group
performing at 4:00 p.m.

A Note From Bonfire Ex. Director

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

Is anyone getting tired of winter yet?
How about the cold temperatures we have
been “enjoying” for the last couple of
months? If you are anything like me, you
are getting a bit weary of winter this year.
The good news is “this winter too shall
pass,” and before long we will be getting
tired of the heat and humidity of summer.
But, there are a few weeks left of winter
this year and with the harsh conditions we
have been experiencing we are reminded
of people who are having a hard time put-
ting food on their tables to feed them-
selves and their families. 1 saw a news
article today that said some of the people
in Syria have been forced to “eat grass”
because of the war in that country and the
war’s impact on the availability of food.
So, here’s the challenge for our Bonfire
Ministry congregations; to step up to feed
the hungry during March, which is MN
FoodShare month.

We will have a small cargo trailer
that will move between the congregations
as a visual reminder of the hunger needs
in our community. The trailer has a ca-
pacity of 360 cubic feet. That means it
could figuratively hold 360 — one cubic
foot boxes of food. The NEAR Food
Shelf calculated that one cubic foot of
food would cost $20.00. So lets see how
many times we can “fill the trailer to feed
the hungry.” 1If we fill it once, that’s

$7,200 for the Food Shelf, if we can do
it twice, that’s $14,400. That money
plus the actual food that is donated will
be a huge help in feeding the hungry in
our community. During March you are
encouraged to make as generous a dona-
tion to our Food Shelf as you are able.
Actual food can also be donated and it
has a value through the Food Shelf of
$1.00 per pound. To make a monetary
donation, make a check out to your con-
gregation and write Food Shelf on the
memo line.

During March our Food Shelves are
able to receive matching funds for the
dollars and food they receive in dona-
tions. Together, let’s take up the chal-
lenge to “fill the trailer to feed the hun-
gry” as we heed Jesus’ command to
“feed the hungry (Matthew 25:35).”

I’'ll have more about some of the
exciting things you are doing through
Bonfire Ministry in next month’s news-
letter. Until then,

Blessing to you as you serve in Je-
sus’ Name,
Pr Daniel Babine

Bonfire Ministry — Executive Direc-

tor

For more information, check out the
Bonfire web site at http://
www.bonfireministry.org.

Parish Nurse
Availability

Bonfire Parish Nurse Debbie is
happy to check your blood pres-
sure, and visit about health con-
cerns and planning. Feel free to
contact her at any location. You
may also contact her at 612-408-
2049.

St. James: the 4th Sunday of
the month, and Tuesdays 1:00 -
3:00 p.m. Her office is in the ar-
chives room, across from the Mon-
tessori coat racks. If the few steps
are a problem to get there, go
around outside; there aren’t any
steps to tackle!

House of Hope: the 3rd Sun-
day of the month, and Thursdays
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

First Lutheran: the 2nd Sun-
day of the month, and Tuesdays
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Kid Pack

The November packing event is
Tues., Mar. 25 4:00-6:00 p.m. at Emer-
gency Food Network (8501 54th Ave N—
New Hope).

Contact Melodie Hanson 763-504-
4981 if you are able to help.

e

N

Bonfire Ministry
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Dinner at Your Door Drivers Needed

Drivers needed for Dinner at Your
Door Program. Regular and substitute driv-
ers are needed. Regular drivers can expect
t 0o
volunteer about one hour each month. Sub-
stitute drivers are called as needed.

give to a program that means so much to so
many people. Having a meal delivered each
day allows many people to remain inde-
pendent. You will find volunteering for this
program to be very rewarding.

For more information call Barbara Par-

This is a very small amount of time to  SONS at 763-227-2282.

If you would like to help provide plants for the
worship center on Easter, please complete this form
and return it to the office no later than Sun., Apr. 6.
Plants may be taken following the 10:00 a.m. worship
service on Easter Sunday.

- Type # ordered total

! Hydrangea x84 = $

1 Azalea _ x3%13 = $
Lily _ x$%9 = 85
Mum _ x$8 = 5
Rieger Begonia . x%8 = $_
Bulb Garden Mix _ x38 = b
Tulip, Daffodil, or Hyacinth______ x $8 = $_

(Plants delivered may be any one of these three bulb plants)
Total # Plants Ordered: TOTAL PAID: $

Plants are given in (please circle one) honor or memory of:

I Given By:

Easter Sunday Worship

Easter Sunday, Apr. 20, worship will be at 8:45
and 10:00 a.m.!

Grief Support
Volunteers

The Bonfire Health & Wellness
team is working on putting together
some grief support groups, but volun-
teers will be needed to help plan it.
Two volunteers are needed from each
congregation.

This is still very much in the plan-
ning stages, so details are still being
worked out.

If you are interested, please con-
tact the church office at
office@stjamesincrystal.org or call
763-537-3653.

Holy Week
Worship

Palm Sunday, Apr. 13, 8:45 &
11:00 a.m.

Maundy Thursday, Apr. 17,
7:00 p.m.

Good Friday, Apr. 18, 7:00
p.m. Joint worship service at House
of Hope.

www.stjamesincrystal.org
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