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Church Office Hours 
       The church office is open:  

Mon.-Wed. 7:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Thurs., 7:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 

Fri. 7:30—10:00 a.m. 

St. James Lutheran Church 
 

6700 46th Place North 
Crystal, MN 55428 

Phone: 763-537-3653 
Fax: 763-537-3828 

office@stjamesincrystal.org 
www.stjamesincrystal.org  

 

Electronic Edition 

Pastoral Reflection 
 
 

The third commandment, as I learned it in Sunday School, is: “Remember the Sabbath 

Day to keep it holy.” What does this mean? Again, as I was taught it meant two things: (1) We 

were not to work on Sunday; and (2) we went to church every Sunday.  

This commandment is in trouble today. Huge numbers of people have jobs which require 

them to work on Sunday. Furthermore, there are chores which must be done on Sunday. But 

these facts do not obviate the need for a weekly Sabbath, which means “day of rest.”  The 

Psalmist said, “Be still and know that I am God.” The frantic pace of today’s world makes rest  

a necessity. 

The second reason to observe this commandment is our need to worship God. St. James 

observes the biblical Sabbath by offering worship every Sunday. Clearly not all church mem-

bers are on board with this. Too many, I suspect, come to worship when there seems to be no 

reason not to. 

Why worship every week? Because we need to keep in touch with God! We need to talk 

to God in prayers and songs, and we need to listen to God in scripture and proclamation. Pas-

tor Kristen and I may not “hit it out of the park” every Sunday, but you will always hear of 

God’s love for you. You will always be encouraged on your faith journey. 

Oh! One more thing: “Remember the Sabbath to keep it holy” is one of the Ten Com-

mandments– not the Ten Suggestions! 

See you Sunday. 

Pastor Dave Valen 

Summer Worship  
Begins May 25 
 

Beginning on Sun., May 25 through Labor 
Day, we will move to one worship service at 9:30 
a.m.  
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St. James Family,  
It is with deep appreciation, support, 

love and a little bit of sadness that we 
announce Shayna Anderson will be 
leaving her position as  Director of  
Family Ministry at the end of May.  
Shayna is beloved by so many at St. 
James.  She has done a fabulous job of 
caring for, teaching and sharing God’s 
love with children and their families 
over the past seven years.  It’s been a 
privilege working with her this past 
year.  She is a blessing! 

Shayna is excited for a new adven-
ture and something different. She is 
quite talented in many areas.  Therefore 
we respect her faithfulness to her family 
and God’s leadings.  We are grateful 
that Shayna, Joel and Juliana will re-
main part of the St. James community, 
and look forward to sharing many more memories.   

In the meantime things will continue as planned.  I will be working to develop a 
Family Ministry team, so that together we will support our current Summer ministries 
(i.e. Day Camp and God’s Amazing Race events).   This team will also be involved in 
the search process for additional Family Ministry staff.  Please prayerfully consider 
your contribution to this team.      

We will honor Shayna and thank her at a reception on May 18th at 10:00 a.m.  You 
are invited to help with and participate in this event to honor Shayna’s heart, compas-
sion and service. Well done good and faithful servant! 

Faithfully Yours,  

Pr. Kristen Brechler 

 
 

Dear friends of St. James, 

I have made the decision to resign my position as the Director of Family Ministry, 

effective May 14, 2014.  

Thank you for the opportunity to minister to all of you at St. James for the last 

seven years. I am proud to have worked with the wonderful staff and pastors. I will 

always be grateful for the experiences and memories I have made with all of you, and 

for the ways that I have grown in faith. Thank you for being a part of my faith and life 

journey. 

My family and I will continue to be a part of St. James. We enjoy the opportunities 

present for us and for our daughter, and wish to continue growing in faith as a family 

here. St. James is our home. 

Sincerely,  

Shayna Anderson 

Shayna Anderson Resigns from  

St. James Staff 

Happenings 

St. James’ Staff  
 

Pastor Dave Valen 

dvalen@stjamesincrystal.org 
 

Pastor Kristen Brechler 

kbrechler@stjamesincrystal.org 
 

Shayna Anderson 

sanderson@stjamesincrystal.org 
Director of Family Ministry 

 

Lana Teigen 

lteigen@stjamesincrystal.org 
Financial Coordinator 

 

Amanda Burns 

aburns@stjamesincrystal.org 
 Director of Communication 

 

Ryan Walesch 

intern@stjamesincrystal.org 
Youth Ministry Assistant 

 

Deanna Loken 

Choir Director 
 

Mary Brown 

Ringing Praise Bell Choir  
Director & Organist 

 

Ron Skalicky 

Custodian 
 

Amy Jermstad 

Sunday Morning Custodian 

St. James  
Website  
Accepts  
Donations 
 

The St. James website now            
accepts one-time and recurring      
donations via checking, savings or 
credit card (Visa, MasterCard, or   
Discover). Click on the “Donate Now” 
button located on the left side of the 
homepage. 
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It’s time to commit to playing in a St. 
James golf league for the 2014 season. 

Men’s nine-hole-play is scheduled for 
Tuesday evenings at Theodore Wirth Golf 
Course, May 6 to July 22 If you are inter-
ested in some great fellowship and want 
to play golf with some fellow St. James 
members, contact Stan Tikkanen before 
April 30 (763-546-8155 or sacltik-
kanen@hotmail.com). Friends, co-

workers or relatives are welcome to join 
as well. 

The women’s golf season will begin 
on Wed., May 7 at French Lake Golf 
Course at 9:00 a.m. and will continue all 
summer on Wednesday mornings. If you 
are interested or have any questions, 
please call Carol Koosmann at 763-533-
1356. 

Garage Sale 

Fore! It’s Time for Golf Leagues 

The 5th annual garage sale benefiting 
St. James will be held at Tim & Becki 
Smith’s home, 4301 Washburn Ave N, 
Minneapolis on May 30 & 31. 

It’s the Victory Neighborhood Ga-
rage Sale– and boy does it bring in the 
customers! We have sold plants, baked 
goods, furniture, books, golf balls, toys, 
kitchen items and tons of miscellaneous 
items.  

Spring is in the air– time to clean out 
the cobwebs and dust bunnies. Bring 
items clean and in good condition to the 
Smiths to benefit St. James.  

Tim & Becki will be accepting 
items brought to their house on the 
Wednesday and Thursday before the 
sale. Any ques-
tions, please call 
Becki’s cell: 612-
812-2022. 

Men’s  
Breakfast 
 

The next Men’s Breakfast is Sat., 
May 17 at 8:00 a.m. at Fat Nat’s 
(36th Ave. & Winnetka Ave). 
 

Usher Schedule 

May 4 

8:45  a.m. Vern Christensen, Junior Kautz, Roger A. Johnson 
 

11:00 a.m. Ken Lutz 

 
 

May 11 

8:45 a.m. Terry Teigen, George McClure, Roger E. Johnson, Rick Jones 
 

11:00 a.m. Ken & Phyllis Nelson, Pat Ferguson, Judy Berney 
 
 

May 18 

8:45 a.m. Mike Stanchfield, Jim Olsen, Stan Tikkanen, John Lindstrom 
 

11:00 a.m. Wayne Rierson, Don & Deb Edmondson 

 

 

 

May 25 (summer worship begins) 
 

9:30 a.m. Marv Berke, Jim Hauan, Becki Smith, Clarence Peterson,                
  Tim Buck 

Ushers are needed at both worship 
services. Volunteers are assigned one 
Sunday a month at their preferred wor-
ship time. Please contact the church 
office or Stan Tikkanen if you are inter-

ested, or would like more information. 

Ushers Needed 

Office Closed 
 

The church office will be closed 
Memorial Day, May 26. 

First Quarter 
Statements  
 

If you would like a copy of your 
first quarter giving statement, please 
contact Financial Coordiantor Lana 
Teigen at 763-537-3653 or ltei-
gen@stjamesincrystal.org. 

Over 55’s 
There will be no trip to the Old 

Log Theater in May this year. Instead, 
there will be meeting on Mon., May 
19 at 1:00 p.m. Beverage and treats 
will be served.  

More info to follow in the Pews 
News. 
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Youth on  
Sunday  
Mornings 

The St. James youth (9th grade 
after confirmation Sunday through 
12th grade) will be getting together 
on Sunday mornings at 9:57 in the 
youth room. 
 
 

Children & Youth 

9:57 Leader Appreciation – May 11 
Our 9:57 small group and workshop leaders have given so much time and energy 

to each one of our children and youth throughout the year. Please be present to share 
your thanks with the leaders for their commitment. The morning will include a special 
blessing at worship and a special appearance by magician Brian Richards at 9:57! 
Please join us! 

Amanda Burns, Cindy Skalicky, Amy Jermstad, Julie Kautz, Maisie Kautz, Beth 

Berg, Cindy Heigel, Joel Anderson, Deanna Loken, Eric and Stacy Sauber, Sandy 

Johnson, Maria Weiland, Stephen and Shari Perkins, Amy Walesch, your leadership 
and love of the children is contagious! St. James is blessed and a richer community 
because of your involvement. Thank you! 
 
 

Summer Camp at Camp Onomia,  
August 3-8 

For those who have registered for camp, you should have received confirmation 
from Onomia at your homes. If you would still like to register for camp, there’s time. 
Please turn your deposit and form in to camp ASAP! 

All fundraisers for camp are finished. If you are in need of additional help paying 
for camp, please contact Shayna Anderson or Pastor Kristen Brechler. We are happy to 
talk with you and help. 
 
 

Day Camp for Age 5 through 5th 
Grade 
June 23-26 at St. James 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. each day 

$20 per child 
 

New due date for registration forms: Sunday, May 18. Each camp day is jam-
packed with great songs, activities, Bible study, crafts, games and more! Luther Park 
counselors will be on hand to lead all of the activities. We are considering before and 
after camp childcare if there is enough interest. See registration packet for all the info. 
Contact Pastor Kristen or Shayna Anderson with questions. 
 

If You Ordered Flowers from Our 
Camp Fundraiser  

Flowers will be available for pick-up on Sunday, May 4 all 
morning! Thank you for supporting our children going to camp 
this summer. 

 
 

God’s Amazing Race 
Wednesdays: June 11, July 9 and August 13, 6:30-8:00 p.m.  
 

This summer, we are trying something new: evening events for kids and families 
to come together to participate in games, challenges, arts, singing, devotions and fel-
lowship. If you’re a fan of the Amazing Race on TV, you’ll enjoy ‘racing’ here at 
church! Open to all ages, 3 and under must attend with parent. Entry fee is $15 total – 
see race packet for full details! Volunteers needed for God’s Amazing Race – parents 
who volunteer will get a price break! 

Contact Pastor Kristen or Shayna Anderson to volunteer or with questions. Please 

register by Sunday, May 18! 

Confirmation  
Update 
 

The final Confirmation meeting will 
be a Wildfire event on Wed., May 7 at 
6:00 p.m.   

Youth Nights at 
St. James 
 

This month’s youth nights are 
Wed., May 7 and 21 at 6:00 p.m.  

Questions can be directed to Ryan 
Walesch at 763-537-1702 or by email 
at  ryan.stjamesyouth@gmail.com. 

 

Youth Bowling 
 

The St. James Youth will go bowling 
at noon on Sun., May 18. More informa-
tion to follow in the Pews News. 

 
 

Youth Baking 
and Selling 
Cookies At  
Garage Sale 
 

The St. James Youth are baking 
cookies on Fri, May 30 at 6:00 p.m. at 
church, and selling at the garage sale 
on Saturday, May 31 at Tim & Becki 
Smith’s home. 



 

www.stjamesincrystal.org       5 

Communion 
Alternatives 
 

St. James has gluten-free         
communion wafers available for 
those with gluten, wheat, dairy, corn 
or soy allergies, as well as grape 
juice. Just ask for one of these            
a l t e rna t ive s  when r ece iving             
communion. 

“Gospel E” 
Weekly Email 
Newsletter 
 

St. James has a weekly email 
newsletter, the “Gospel E,” which is 
sent each week to St. James members 
who want to receive this newsletter. 
It features an article from Pastor 
Dave and a few upcoming events 
each week. 

To sign up for the Gospel E, 
please email Amanda Burns at 
aburns@stjamesincrystal.org.  

May’s pick:  Too Bright to Hear 

Too Loud to See by Juliann Garey. 

In her debut novel, screenwriter         
Garey delivers a commanding portrait of a 
Hollywood studio executive who so tires 
of covering up his bipolar disorder that he 
abandons his lucrative career and his fam-
ily, traveling the world for decades.  
Through it all, Greyson is haunted by 
memories of his father, who also suffered 
from bipolar disorder.  When Greyson 
finally ends up in a psychiatric ward in 
New York City, undergoing 12 sessions 
of electroshock treatments, he begins to 
lose some of his most cherished memo-

ries, especially those of the wife and 
daughter he abandoned and yet the novel 
ends on a hopeful note as Greyson 
strives to achieve stability in his life.  
[from Booklist] 

Join “Page Turners” this month in 
reading the book Too Bright to Hear Too 
Loud to See.  The group meets Tues., 
May 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Peter and Paul 
room.  All are welcome! 

For more information on the book 
club, contact Linda Judge (at 763-533-
4081 or judgelinda@msn.com). 

June’s pick:  An Irish Country Doc-

tor by Patrick Taylor. 

New On The St. James Bookshelf 
Growing Up Lutheran, What Does 

This Mean?  If you enjoyed the speaker at 
the Women’s Tea in April, this is one of 
her books. 

New books are placed on the shelf 
outside the library; check it out! 

Book Club Meets May 6  

Important Info  

Borrowing Items 
from Church 

 

St. James’ policy is not to lend or rent 
out items (including tables and chairs) to 
anyone; unfortunately this includes mem-
bers. Sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause.  

 

 
  

  

 

Cultivate a 
Reader in Your 
Child 
 

Parents, want to cultivate a love of 
reading in your children? Stop by the li-
brary and ask for a pamphlet entitled 
Raising Readers. Readers don't just hap-
pen– they need to be encouraged. 

 

Dinner at Your Door Drivers Needed 
 

Drivers needed for Dinner at Your Door Program. Regular and  
substitute drivers are needed. Regular drivers can expect to 
volunteer  about  one hour  each month.  Subst i tute  drivers 
are called as needed. This is a very small amount of time to 
give to a program that means so much to so many people. Having a 
meal delivered each day allows many people to remain independent. 
You will find volunteering for this program to be very rewarding. 

For more information call Barbara Parsons at 763-227-2282.  

National Library Week 
National Library Week was April 

13—19 and we missed it! But, it isn't too 
late to visit the St. James library and see 

what we have to offer. While you are 
there, share a favorite library memory 
from your past! 

 

Books for Car Care Saturday 
Car Care is coming up on Sat., May 

30 and the library is still collecting books 
to be given to the clients. Thank you for 
the donations of the books we find in the 
library, in the hall, under the coat rack, 
etc. Keep them coming– we never have 

too many books, especially for children. 
Any book left will be offered to the 
congregation on Sunday morning. Do-
nations at that time go to updating our 
book and DVD collection. 
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Thank Yous 

Letters of Thanks 
On behalf of the guests served through Loaves & Fishes, we gratefully acknowledge 

your generous gift of $500 as a donation from St. James in support of our work in the com-
munity. Your contribution to our congregate dining program is very important to the fami-
lies and individuals who rely on Loaves & Fishes for a warm, nutritious meal and respite.  

With gratitude, Cathy Maes, Executive Director of Loaves & Fishes 

 
 
A huge thank you goes out to the St. James community for giving so generously to the 

Kid Pack fundraiser. We have doubled the goal of $1,250, with $2,555. Way to go! There is 
now enough to cover the May Kid Pack distribution. 

 

Thank you and congratulations! During the March food drive, you accepted the chal-
lenge to "Fill the Trailer to Feed the Hungry," and you did it. The Bonfire Ministry congre-
gations, of which you are one, contributed $11,320 in cash and another 830 lbs. in food dur-
ing March to support the NEAR Food Shelf and the PRISM Food Shelf. Thank you! The 
food shelves figure that one pound of food is worth $1.00, so if you added all that was re-
ceived together, you raised the equivalent of $12,150. We didn't quite "Fill the Trailer" 
twice, but we came very close.  Thank You, again! 

Sunday  
Mornings  
 

 

8:45 a.m. —Evangelical Lutheran  
 Worship setting 
9:57 a.m. — Education hour– all ages 
11:00 a.m.— “Now the Feast and         

Celebration” worship by Marty 
Haugen 

Memorials 
Endowment Fund in memory of Harley Mead from Bill & Eunice Kistner. In memory 

of Bob Amundson from Peg Tutila, Carol Koosmann, Mattie Erdahl, Arnold & Marlene Tan-
gen. In memory of Dick Garling, Ross Keske from Frode & Lillian Jespersen. 

Kid Pack in memory of Virginia Piasky from Connie Blom, Andy & Amanda Burns, 
Terry & Lana Teigen, Carol Koosmann, Roger & Sandy Johnson, Stan & Linda Judge, Bob 
& Diane Michaelson, Oda Keske, Marilyn Overland. In memory of Dick Garling from Carol 
Koosmann, Connie Blom.  In memory of Harley Mead from Jim & Judy     Olsen.  In mem-
ory of Ross Keske from Ken & Phyllis Nelson. 

Music Fund in memory of Virginia Piasky from Nancy Lohmann, Peg Tutila. 
NEAR in memory of Burnce Anderson from Over 55’s. 
 

Sunday Altar 
Flowers 
 

The 2014 Altar 
Flower  Sign-Up 
Sheet is now avail-
able. If you would 
like to  purchase 
flowers in honor, 
memory or celebration of someone, a 
sign-up sheet is located on the  bulletin 
board outside Pastor Dave’s office. 
Please indicate if you would like the $30 
smaller bouquet or the $40 larger bou-
quet when signing up. 

Deaths 

• Harley Mead 

• Ross Keske 
 

Sympathy 

• Lois Selle on the death of her brother 

• Peg Tutila on the death of her brother 

 

Births 

• Brian & Thea Spranger, boy, Tovin. 

 May’s Outreach Partner:  Global Health 
Ministries  
 

Global Health Ministries provides a gift of life, both spiritual and physical, through Lu-
theran health care work across the world. St. James has several volunteers who donate their 
time to sort and pack medical supplies every Thursday. Global always welcomes more vol-
unteers. Collections are being taken all year for the intergenerational event held in October. 
St. James will be assembling newborn kits and making rolled bandages for GHM. The rolled 

bandages are made from donated white sheets. Please consider donating items for the kits. 

Newborn kit: 

• 1 - 36 “ square muslin or sheeting (unhemmed from any color sheet) 

• 1 bath towel (new or gently used) 

• 1 wash cloth (new or gently used) 

• 1 regular size bar of wrapped Ivory soap (10 packs at Family Dollar Store) 

• 1 newborn stocking cap (patterns are available) 

• 1 small shirt (patterns are available) or can be gently used 

• 1 receiving blanket (new or gently used) 
 

Especially needed are regular size bars of Ivory soap and bath towels.  

Last year, St. James assembled 226 kits and a nice boxful of wrapped bandages. Hope-
fully we can make even more kits this year. Donated items can be left at the church and will 
be stored by Nancy Dahlquist until they are needed. Donations of money can also be used 
for purchasing materials for the kits. Just mark your check “Global Health Ministries New-

born Kits.” Call Nancy Dahlquist at 763-537-1002 with any questions. 
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Bonfire News 

A Note from Bonfire Executive 

I got up this morning thinking Life is 
Good.  We have celebrated the Resurrec-
tion of Jesus our Savior.  Through our 
faith in Jesus we have the forgiveness of 
sins and the promise of everlasting life 
with Jesus forever.  We are part of a com-
munity of believers committed to serving 
our God by serving those in our commu-
nity who are in need.  Life is Good.  Let 
me share some ways I am seeing the good 

in life today. 

First of all, you rose to the occasion 
and during March, Minnesota FoodShare 
month; you raised $11,320 in cash.  Each 
of the congregations helped in significant 
ways.  You also gave another 830 lbs of 
actual food.  Since the food shelves figure 
that 1-pound of food has a value of $1.00 
that means you donated the equivalent of 
$12,150 to the NEAR Food Shelf and the 
PRISM Food Shelf.  Thank you and con-
gratulations.  You came very close to 
“Filling the Trailer” twice.  We can set 

that as a goal for 2015.  Life is Good. 

Second, the Health and Wellness 
Committee of Bonfire Ministry has seen 
the need for an ongoing, spiritually based 
Grief Support ministry for our congrega-
tions and our community.  A Grief Sup-
port Ministry task force was formed and is 
working hard to fill this need.  They will 
have a program in place by fall and they 
will have resources available for all peo-
ple who have experienced grief or loss in 

any form.  Life is Good. 

Third, the funding for KidPack was 
projected to fall short this year.  We did 
not have enough money to provide week-
end KidPacks through the end of this 
school year.  We asked you to help meet 

the need and you came through with 
flying colors.  We are now assured of 
funding through the end of this school 
year.  What some may not realize is that 
Bonfire Ministry fills approximately 
4,000 bags each month for Forest and 
Meadow Lake Elementary Schools.  At 
$2.00 per bag that means it costs Bonfire 
$8,000 per month to continue this minis-
try.  We are looking at ways to provide 
more sustainable funding for KidPack.  
Keep an eye open; you’ll see something 

along those lines soon.  Life is Good. 

Fourth, I was able to meet with the 
presidents of each congregational coun-
cil last week.  The purpose of the meet-
ing was to create the opportunity for 
leaders of each congregation to meet, get 
to know each other, create a relationship 
with one another and develop trust, so 
our congregations could work more 
closely and smoothly together.  We had 
a great meeting, good conversation and 
exciting exchanges of ideas.  We have 
scheduled a second meeting in May, and 
I am looking forward to it.  Each congre-
gation has wonderful, caring and com-

mitted leaders.  Life is Good. 

It is a joy to be able to work with 
the committed brothers and sisters in 
Christ who make Bonfire Ministry work.  

Life is Good.  Thanks be to God. 

For more information, check out the 
Bonfire  web si te  a t  ht tp : / /

www.bonfireministry.org. 

Blessing to you and Peace, 
Pr Daniel Babine 

Bonfire Ministry – Executive Director 

 

 

Parish Nurse 

Availability  
Bonfire Parish Nurse Debbie is 

happy to check your blood pres-
sure, and visit about health con-
cerns and planning. Feel free to  
contact her at any location. You 
may also contact her at 612-408-
2049. 

St. James: the 4th Sunday of 
the month, and Tuesdays 1:00 - 
3:00 p.m. Her office is in the ar-
chives room, across from the Mon-
tessori coat racks. If the few steps 
are a  problem to get there, go 
around outside; there aren’t any 
steps to tackle! 

House of Hope: the 3rd Sun-
day of the month, and Thursdays 

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

First Lutheran: the 2nd Sun-
day of the month, and Tuesdays 

9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

Kid Pack 
The final packing  event for the 

school year is a giving back event on 
Tues., May 27 at 4:00 p.m. at Emer-
gency Food Network (8501 54th Ave N– 
New Hope). 

Contact Melodie Hanson 763-504-
4981 if you are able to help. Spring Craft Retreat– All Ages 

 

Attention crafters! We will hold the Spring Craft Retreat on Sat., May 17, 9:00 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in Wold Hall.  

Each crafter will get at least four feet of table space, lunch, dinner, beverages, 
and a fun time! This is a time to come and work on those unfinished projects or start 
a new one! 

The cost is $35 and all proceeds go to the St. James Youth Group. Sign-up 
sheets are outside the church  office. 
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Other News 

 
 
 
 

 

Donations for Flower 
Garden 

 

Donations are needed to purchase all the beautiful 
flowers for the flower garden and planters located around 
the St. James property this spring. Any amount is greatly 
appreciated!  

Spring Clean- 
Up Day 
 

Mark your calendars for the Spring 
Clean-Up on Sat., May 3 beginning at 
9:00 a.m. Please come and help with a       
variety of cleaning projects. Come for 
as long as you are able. Lunch will be        
provided. 

 
 

 

Nursery  
Volunteers 
Needed 

Caring adults and youth are needed 
to serve at each worship service in our 
Nursery. If you are interested in help-
ing, please contact the church office, 
Shayna Anderson, or Pastor Kristen 
Brechler.  

Pastor Kristen Brechler’s Faith Journey 
 

Where did your life of faith begin? 
I grew up in a Christian family and was baptized Lutheran. Our faith was “something 

about who we were.” My grandmother was a prayer warrior; my grandfather was a street 
corner preacher so there was an Assembly of God influence in my life.  My father worked 
for Billy Graham and was the business administrator of our church. My mother was a pre-
school teacher in a school affiliated with our church so I was a “church rat” from a young 
age. All of these people influenced me and at times I wondered if being a Lutheran was 
enough as I felt more guilt and shame than I probably needed to.  I learned to live in the 
tension. 
 

What led you to the seminary and the ministry? 
When I was young, I was involved in all church activities. I attended Bible Camp and 

was asked by my pastor to participate in leadership roles. I attended Concordia College in 
Moorhead, MN and while there was asked to be a small group leader. This required that I 
work in a camp which I did in Colorado. I considered full time youth leadership but then 
decided to go to Luther Seminary in St. Paul but for just two years. I thought pastors were 
different – they could “never be real” and I wanted to be real. I also didn’t feel I had the 
gifts for preaching and I knew to be ordained I would have to take Greek and Hebrew. I 
kept expecting closed doors but now I’ve accepted closed doors are not going to come. 
After two years at the seminary, I spent a month in Africa and when I returned I had de-
cided to complete my seminary education and become an ordained pastor. 

 

Your ministry path has been somewhat unique in that you have served as an interim 

in several settings. 
I have served in a variety of churches and at a variety of locations. Interim ministry has 

been the path and my main goal is equipping others- helping others discern where they 
should go and what they should choose. I am passionate for helping people. 
 

What is your approach to giving? 
All we have is a gift from God – we’re caretakers and we’re called to give back. In 

addition to financial giving, I also emphasize sharing our spiritual gifts. My husband, Gary, 
and I have a family approach to giving, a “tithe methodology” where we pledge to our 
home congregation and then give to special projects. We have an estate plan with a portion 
set aside for nonprofit distribution. Sometimes we wonder if we’ll make our pledge but it is 
always interesting to see how God continues to provide. It’s really about trust. 
 

What are your dreams for your future? 
My dreams include being a faithful disciple of Christ wherever God leads. Also to be a 

great mom as I am a passionate advocate for children. I would like to create a disability 
ministry and maybe do something with photography and creative design. 
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